Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

2-14-1966

Evangelical Visitor - February 14, 1966 Vol. LXXIX. No. 4.
J.N. Hostetter

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1992
Recommended Citation
Hostetter, J.N., "Evangelical Visitor - February 14, 1966 Vol. LXXIX. No. 4." (1966). Evangelical Visitor
(1887-1999). 1992.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/1992

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

February 14, 1966

Adult Choir, Five Forks Congregation, Pennsylvania

GUEST EDITORIAL

Standing for the doctrines of Christ is vital and commendable; but merely embracing the doctrines and
having a measure of faithfulness and loyalty to the Gospel is not sufficient. When God spoke to the Church
of Ephesus He commended them for their faithfulness,
their loyalty and their standard, but He had this to say:

A Subtle Sin

T

uses different methods and tactics to bring
about the destruction of one's soul, sometimes working under cover of a sly and cunning manner. If he cannot
cause a person to commit open sin, he may try a more
subtle means—that of cooling off one's fervency for God,
thus bringing on a state of lukewarmness.
Like the dread disease of creeping paralysis, which
gradually enfeebles the physical man, this sin of lukewarmness can enter one's life and benumb one spiritually.
That is what happens when a Christian loses his zeal and
becomes careless in his responsibility toward God.
In the Bible we find no license for indifference or
negligence. God looks on sin with no degree of allowance
and plainly condemns the sin of lukewarmness as obnoxious, nauseating, and destructive.
In Revelation 3: 15, 16 are found these words concerning the Laodicean church:
HE ENEMY

"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:
I would thou wert cold or hot.
"So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth."

It is important that we open our heart to the Word
and examine our life. If one cries out: "Search my heart,
try my reins, know my ways, and see if there be any
wicked way in me," the Word will reveal any defects
or any hidden thing of dishonesty, and make manifest
the error of one's way. The Word is so plain that one
can readily know and understand how to mend one's
ways and how to live in order to please God.
If, after examining yourself by the Word, you find
that you are lukewarm, you may well know that your
condition is nauseating to God. He cannot tolerate one
who is in a state of indifference and spiritual lethargy,
so He spues him out of His mouth.
KEEP ALERT
Lukewarmness is brought about through neglect. It
is a subtle sin. It can creep into the heart of the individual and then into the church as a whole. May God
help us on these lines! God deals with persons—individuals—when it comes to issues pertaining to eternal life.
He is not speaking to groups, congregations, or nations.
This is a personal matter! God singles out each one,
shows him His will and speaks to his heart through the
Spirit and through the Word.
Anyone can become lukewarm if he is not on guard.
How needful it is that we retain the first love which
we possessed as a newborn creature in Christ Jesus, and
keep God's holy fire burning in our soul!
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"I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left
thy first love" (Revelation 2 : 4 ) .

Think of what it means to have that first love—the
love that filled your heart when the peace of heaven
came into your soul, when the joy of sins forgiven so
thoroughly possessed your heart that you were filled with
enthusiasm. Your ambition was that of winning souls.
Your heart's desire was to walk pleasing in the sight
ot Goa, to measure your every step, ana to keep yourself unspotted from the world, that you might have the
joy of the Lord ringing in your heart continually. All
ot that was the proauct of the "first love" which had
come into your heart.
Those Ephesians were still going through the motions of religion. No doubt many of them were sincere,
earnest and thoroughly indoctrinated. They once had had
the joys of salvation throbbing through and through their
soul, but a change had taken place. Their enthusiasm had
cooled off. It is possible that they were so true to the
doctrines that they had hard feelings toward others who
they felt were not standing as firmly as they were on
certain lines. Perhaps those feelings developed into roots
of bitterness. What a serious thing! God said to them:
"Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works" (Revelation 2 : 5 ) .

In order to be clear before God, they had to repent
of their condition.
There is something that people overlook: lukewarmness is a sin that is not easily dislodged. If you find that
sin in your life, you are going to have to summon
everything in you that is good, everything that is noble,
all the ambition you can muster for truth and righteousness, to help lift you out of your terrible condition.
It will be necessary to prostrate yourself before God
in deep and sincere repentance, and cry out mightily unto
Him that you may be reinstated in faith, in fervent
earnestness and ambition for His cause.
May God arouse you today! Be aroused to the "boiling point" concerning this evil—this sin of negligence and
lukewarmness. "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Ephesians
5:14).
Renounce those things that hinder you, that cause
you to be nauseating to God. Put away your spiritual
pride and humble yourself in honest and sincere repentance. God's call to the lukewarm man or woman is
this: "Be zealous therefore, and repent."
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A Church Music Program
Five Forks Congregation
J. Ralph Wenger
The music of the local church is very important to a
well rounded scriptural approach to worship of alnrghty
God. Worship without music is minus the deep springs
of emotion and feeling expressed by the heart to complete
the experience of worship.
The program at Five Forks Church is based on the
philosophy that music is not just a "fill-in" or just a commodity of attraction, but is vital to worship of our wonderful Lord. We believe it is portrayed in scripture as
an integral part of worship. Conscious of this fact we
entered upon a program designed to place church music
in this perspective. What follows is an endeavor to tell
a few vital things about the program.
I start by saying, a church music program will not
automatically take place anymore than good teaching,
good leadership, or good preaching. It need be a carefully
planned effort. It must be planned because it involves
leadership, participation, and co-ordination with the total
church ministry.
As pastor, I felt the need to realize a deeper dimension
in our music and sought to acquaint our leaders with the
possibilities. Several in the congregation shared the same
desires. This was encouraging. At first no one seemed
to object to the idea. But, when it came to finding those
capable of conducting such a program I wasn't sure
where we would come out. To say the least, much prayer
and thought were given to this need. We did have two
competent accompanists who were ready to give themselves to the program. But to find a director was something else. There was a young high school teacher in the
congregation who had elementary conducting, and she,
along with some others shared the concerns and desired
the program. In fact, she was an exponent of the idea,
but, at first unwilling to take the place as director. I
suppose like pastors do, I used a little extra persuasion
and she finally consented to do what she could.
It is quite likely, if the accompanists and directors had
known all the involvements and necessary work, they
would have been still more reluctant. But, we are thankful
for every faithful act on their part in making this program a blessing to us today.
As the program started to take shape and it became
apparent that there would be involvement of time and
talent, a little opposition showed its head. Expressions
like: it is all right to have a choir but it should not
interrupt any other program; maybe we are too small for
this, or are trying something too big; it is nice to have,
b u t . . . This called for a program of education, including
some of the leaders. Allow me to say, the leaders of Five
Forks Church are broad minded enough to learn. They
proved this by co-operating. Today they recognize the
program as an integral part of our ministry.
The program has been operating in different stages
for seven years. The choirs have participated regularly
in our services for about five years. Regular rehearsal
and practice is required. The choirs now meet for one
hour after prayer meeting on Wednesday evening. The
children's choir meets for one half hour. The younger
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choirs do not use robes as yet, but there is interest for
robes.
A factor to face in a church music program is that not
just anyone is capable of participating in the ministry.
Not everyone who comes is allowed to teach a class
or lead a youth group, and so not just anyone is eligible
to sing in the choirs. However, most people can learn,
and if willing and properly motivated, they can be a part
of this ministry. We think it only good procedure to allow
the directors to evaluate the talent and then advise.
The set up now includes three choirs; the children's
choir, the vesper choir (junior and junior-high), and the
chancel choir (adult). For a time we used only one
director, but since they are not remunerated, serving part
time at this work, the need was felt for additional help.
Presently the two younger choirs are under one director
and the adult choir is under the other.
Let me report what happened concerning a director.
We needed help in the director capacity and were about
to drop one or more of the choirs because of an overload. To our amazement, in our congregation we found a
willing and capable person who agreed to take over.
I try to carefully observe and evaluate new people coming to our congregation, an effort to discover their talent.
This one we almost overlooked. How often we overlook
talent! We say we don't have anyone to do it. If we
look hard enough, long enough, pray and trust the Lord,
they will be there. None are experts in their fields, but
with some elementary instruction, plus the Lord's help,
they are doing wonderful work.
From time to time the directors and pianists take
advantage of seminars and releases from the Commission
on Church Music. These men have been very understanding and helpful. I am sure they will become even more so
as our music leaders learn what contribution the commission can make to our local program.
(3)
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Above: The Vesper Choir; below: The Children's Choir. Mrs. Daniel Horst, Director.

Our church music program not only involves the choirs
but serves to locate talent and train such talent for use.
Such as vocal soloists, vocal groups, and instrumentalists
are encouraged. We are not prepared to give instrumental training but urge children to take advantage of
available local training. A small effort is made to help
train vocalists. The smaller and individual talent groups
are used in Sunday School, Sunday evening services,
special services, and when choirs are on vacation. This
gives an opportunity for practical in-service training.
The church choirs produce two full programs of sacred
music each year. One at Easter, the other at Christmas.
Some of the largest crowds attending our services have
participated in these occasions. We can usually count on
good community response when the choirs sing.
Recently we appointed a church music committee
which is answerable to the Church Board, appointed by
the Church Board. Their work is to help plan and promote the program for the best interests of all concerned.
They will assist in appointing the Director of Music, the
church pianist, and work with other details in the program.
We are not interested in merely a program of church
music. We feel it provides a real ministry within our total

congregational life. Here is where the participants in the
program are made aware of the message and the meaning of the music. This is not a talent portrayal, but an
engagement in a vital Christian ministry. They are leading the congregation in worship of Almighty God in a
way that is not possible otherwise.
I have mentioned some of the blessings of the program.
Permit me a few more specifics. We find that parents like
to belong to a church that provides a vital music program. The children and adults are interested and challenged by the privilege to share. New hymns and songs
are learned by the congregation more easily with a choir
program. It helps those involved to deepen their Christian experience and love for Christ.
It would be less than honest to say; this program
does not involve time and work. Many people who come
to be part of a program like this, do so just to be doing
something. Sooner or later they are confronted with the
dedication that is demanded. It is a ministry of discipline
and calls for the best in every participant or otherwise
it becomes useless. This kind of devotion must be created
and motivated to realize the highest in leading the congregation in worship.
(Continued on page twelve)

The Gospel in the
Great Hymns
F. R. Webber
so
a radio speaker declared that a good
Bible hour is better than a dozen sermons. One
N
may be justified in saying also that a good evangelical
OT

LONG AGO

hymn is better than much of the preaching one hears
these days. People soon forget a sermon, but a good
hymn is sung again and again, and its words become
fixed in one's memory, even to the point of shaping
religious opinions. A devout Christian knows that men
are sinful creatures in need of a Saviour. His Bible
tells him that all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God, that the wages of sin is death, and that
the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which
was lost. But even a less ardent Christian, careless in
his Bible study, may nevertheless be aware of his sinful
nature, for from childhood onward he has sung, "Chief
of Sinners Though I Be" and "I Lay My Sins on Jesus."
Both are hymns in the evangelical tradition.
One may spend a few months overseas attending
church services every Sunday and hear very little definite
evangelical preaching. At the same time one may find
among the lowly classes a simple, devout Christian faith
that puts the American visitor to shame. When he considers the noncommittal type of preaching in many of
these churches and chapels, neither marred by false
doctrines nor noteworthy because of its clear teaching
of sin and salvation, he may wonder from whence comes
the simple faith of the humbler people. It may well
be due to the fact that in the Scottish, Welsh, Cornish,
English, German, and Dutch churches the people sing
the truths of God's Word into their hearts by means
of their rich evangelical hymns. Furthermore, they recite
in their congregational prayers: "We have erred and
strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep, We have followed
too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We
have offended against Thy holy laws"; or "We poor sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against Thee by thought,
word, and deed." Then, of course, they hear two Scripture lessons at every service.
INDOCTRINATION THROUGH HYMNS
Church people the world over love their old hymns,
and these doubtless keep alive in them an awareness
of their sin and the saving merit of the Lord Jesus.
This is true even in the case of the man who judges a
hymn by its tune rather than its words. Religious journals
now and then ask readers to submit a list of their favorite
hymns. In such public opinion polls it is evident that the
musical setting is the thing by which many people do
judge a hymn. While popular hymn tunes come and go,
hymns that proclaim definite Bible truths have a wav of
surviving. "Come, Thou Almighty King" is sung as fervently today as it was 200 years ago; and "Holy, Holy,
Holy," stirs a congregation today no less than it did
our forefathers 130 years ago. Both hymns are soundly
evangelical.
A good hymn is Trinitarian. As Christians we worship
not merely a Supreme Being, but the Triune God. Vague,
deistic hymns do not satisfy the true Christian. "Come,
Thou Almighty King" is a sturdy hymn of four stanzas,
the first addressed to the Father, the second to the Son,
the third to the Holy Ghost, and the fourth to the Holy
February 14, 1966

Trinity. Charles Wesley's "Father, in Whom We Live"
follows exactly the same pattern, and is even more definite, for the Father's work of creation, the Son's work
of redeeming grace, and the Holy Spirit's work
of sanctification are specifically mentioned. "Holy God, We
Praise Thy Name" is a fine stirring hymn that deserves
a place in all our hymnals. It is a metrical version of the
ancient Te Deum, and it is Trinitarian. Unfortunately
most people know its fine melody in an abridged form
with its solid harmonies thinned down, and the tune
adapted to "Sun of my Soul," a good devotional piece.
A good evangelical hymn is definitely Christian. This
is a truism, and yet the fact remains that some hymns
rated high in popularity contests are not especially Christian. "Lead Kindly Light," for instance, is popular but
vague. It speaks of gloom, night, a distant scene, a garish
day, fears, past years, moor, fen, crag, and torrent
but there is no specific mention of the Saviour, nor of sin,
repentence, and the saving grace of Jesus Christ. It is
rather a wealth of hazy imagery. "Jesus, Lover of my
Soul" also has its imagery, but it is much more definite.
Waters, tempests, and havens are mentioned incidentally,
whereas the Lord Jesus is mentioned repeatedly,
sin is confessed, the sinner's inability to save himself is
acknowledged, and God's grace in Jesus Christ is proclaimed as the sinner's only hope. These truths are more
definitely Christian in their content than "Nearer my
God to Thee" with its sketchy references to a song, a
wanderer, the sun, darkness, a stone, dreams, steps, and
angels, but no mention of the Son of God.
An evangelical hvmn will be Christ-centered and Redemption-centered. Hymns of praise to God the Father
are excellent, but they do not go far enough. Those that
speak only of rosy dawns, rising suns, hills tipped with
gold and singing birds, may contain the element of joy,
but they are secular songs, not evangelical hymns. The
same is true of the type of evening hymn that goes
no farther than setting suns and deepening shadows.
Thomas Ken was aware of this, and in his excellent
evening hymn, "All Praise to Thee, my God this Night,"
he thanked the Lord for the blessings of the day, prayed
for forgiveness of his sins, and asked for the Lord's protection during the night. It is more than likely that Ken's
original hymn contained a stanza thanking the Lord for
the gift of Redemption. In its closing stanza, his hymn
has given to Christendom the words so familiar to believers everywhere: "Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow." Matthew Bridges' "Crown Him with Many
Crowns" sets forth the truth of Redemption. Lenten
hymns are especially Christ-centered and Redemntioncentered. "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross," "Glory
Be to Jesus," "There is a Fountain Filled with Blood,"
"Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted," "Alas! and Did my
Saviour Bleed" and "O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast
Thou Broken" are but a few of a long list of treasures
of Christian hymnody. "What a Friend We Have in
Jesus" violates almost every canon of the hymnologist
and the church musician. Such men tell us that it is superficial, yet most church people place it at the head
of the list of favorite hymns. Its Christ-centered character
outweighs whatever technical defects it may contain, although it is not a Redemption hymn. The gifts for which
it asks are largely those of the peace-of-mind kind.
UNWORTHINESS OF TRIVIALITY
An evangelical hymn will not be trivial. Sixty years
ago a noted hymn writer gave us the following: "A
downy little duckling went waddling off one day; He
(Continued on page twelve)
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"And There Was Great Joy"
"And there was great joy . . ." (Acts 8:8)
"NOW YOU KNOW that the only way to heaven is
through Jesus Christ. Don't you want to believe on Him?"
Slowly shaking his white head in agreement, the aging
Uraon said, "Yes, I believe."
At the retreat

Sohan Lai Bara and

father

It was Sohan Lai Bara's father who was being questioned at the 3-day retreat at Banmankhi for Uraon
Christians. His answer showed that the Holy Spirit had
been softening the hard soil of his heart for some years.
Five years ago, his answer would have been a fiery "No!";
in fact, he would not have appeared at such a meeting.
He had done everything he could to hinder Sohan Lai in
his Christian experience. A man of means, he had begrudged even the few feet of land he had to give for
a small house for Sohan. In spite of parental rejection
and persecution, Sohan continued faithful to Christ and
was chosen by his people to enter Bible School for
pastoral training. We were all amazed when his mother
came to listen and learn at the Jubilee last year. And

About sixty Uraons, including new and old believers
and a few learners, came. It was a real joy to not ; ce their
attentiveness to Dina's flannelgraph stories from Pilgrim's
Progress and Benjamin's dramatic sermons. Leora Yoder
gave several simple and beneficial health talks. Harvey
taught some of the basic principles of our faith. The
children had special sessions where in spite of wiggles
and giggles they very much enjoyed the Bible stories.
The special delight of the Uraon Christians in this
meeting held especially for them was obvious to all of us.
Faces were bright with smiles; singing was enthusiastic—
a joyful noise unto the Lord in Kuruk. The highlight of
the meeting was when a young couple requested baptism.
Erma Sider

The Ming family—(incomplete
here) includes four sons and
one daughter. Two of the sons
show Christian leadership potential

Young

couple
baptized
retreat

at

WMPC Circles — Special Notice

Uraon mother and child enjoy
chat with Nurse Yoder

Second generation Christians?
W e hope and pray . . .

now at the retreat, the father listened attentively to the
Bible studies and seemed to be arriving at a good understanding of the Way. We pray that both the father and
the mother will make an open statement of faith very
soon.
.
ynwc
This was just one of the blessings of the retreat.

m

It is among these folks that a missionary residence and a missionary couple are needed. Remember this need in Prayer and will you share liberally
to help reach a goal of $8,000.00 by June. Your
treasurers are: Mrs. Lester Haines, Route 1, Box
255, Clayton, Ohio 45315; and Mrs. C. H. Sider, 227
Sixth St., Collingwood, Ontario, Canada.
—wmpc sec'y
Evangelical
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JAPAN

Battle for Absolutes
Recently Chari brought home a paper telling the parents what is to be taught at school each hour of each
day. I noticed that every Monday the first hour is devoted to "Morals." This gave me some concern, and
I asked about it. Before the war this morals course was
mandatory and was used to instil absolute obed ; ence to
the Emperor as the god of the Japanese race. After the
war all morals courses were abolished. But now there is
a movement by the conservatives in the ministry of education to re-emphasize "morals." The principal explained
to the assembled parents Saturday that this is a completely different teaching from what they remember. It
is an attempt to determine through sharing among teacher
and pupils what is "right" and what is "wrong."
I heard this with genuine concern; for is not this
relativity—this making the consensus of group opinion our
standard for belief and conduct—the most serious battle
our children will have to fight in maintaining a Biblical
faith based on God-revealed absolutes? The supposition
that man without reference to his Maker can choose
what is right and So it is certainly the prevailing opinion
in America as well as in Japan.
Your children in America as well as ours here have
to contend with the secular view continually. But there
is a difference. I can illustrate it best by saying that our
Chari is the only child in a primary school of 800-900
children who comes from a Christian family. If she
should become articulate enough to state in Japanese
what God says is right, there is no one to back her up.
She stands alone. And so, as you pray for your children
growing up in a secular age, please remember Bonnie
and Margy Willms and Chari Book growing up and
learning among an overwhelming, engulfing majority of
Japanese children who have been taught no absolute
anchor for determining what is good.
But even as I write this I think of those Christian
children in atheistic countries, children whose names we
do not know but children whose parents must send
them into society with desperate faith that God will not
allow His light in them to be suffocated.
And as we pray about these things together, that
faith may not perish from this earth, let us pray too
that God in His infinite love and mercy will plant Christian homes in this country of Japan . . . (to give) contemporary, continuing witness to His power and majesty
and truth, and to His love and salvation revealed in
Jesus Christ and in Him alone. This, finally, is the
all-containing absolute and the most difficult for men
in this culture to accept: that there is no other Name
given whereby men may be saved save only the name
of Jesus.
Do you believe it too? Then let us pray together in
His name that faith in Him may go. everywhere in this
wide world.
Thelma Book, Nagato

News Notes — Tokyo
Durin.g the first few days of December the Bishop Byers
party of five was here and we had a great time-together.
The day they left, Henry Hostetter and Dick Royer arFebruary 14, 1966

rived; and the day following, the Willmses, Books, and
Zooks. We were together for five days in special mission
meetings. During this time, Lucille had complete charge
of all the food preparation, besides attending the business
sessions. . . . We did enjoy having Henry Hostetter and
Dick Royer so much with us in our home.
After these visitors had left we were full-swing in
our Christmas meetings. On the 11th, we had a special
meeting downtown for our country folk who are now
living in Tokyo. On the 17th was the high school Christmas program; and on the 22nd, the elementary school
program. On the 18th was a special meeting for the
young people of our local group; we had 22 in our living
room that night and they stayed till almost midnight.
It seemed that they did not want to leave.
For the Christmas Party of ladies cooking classes,
the 21st, Cille had made 35 booklets of all her recipes
used this year in the classes, printed with other information in a very attractive booklet.
In January our Japanese postage went up by 25%.
Train fares are also going up by 30 per cent. This is
Japan; prices go up and up each year.
John Graybill

Our First Christmas Worship Service
in Tokyo
Looking at this picture of the picture of the group
which met with us in the hall across the street, and
remembering that we began these worship services only
on September 26th, you can see that the Lord has been
blessing His Word in answer to your many prayers.
After the service, we had our first fellowship meal
together and this was a big time of blessing, too. Of
course, the food was prepared in our kitchen and carried
across the street, making extra work and dirt for Lucille—but this is what is expected of missionary life! In
the evening we had another Christmas meeting in a new
believer's home in another part of the city.
John Graybill
(Continued on page ten)
Camp Lakeview, the newly constructed Central
Conference Youth Camp, needs a large bell (300500 lbs.) for their bell tower. Anyone who could
give a lead as to the availability of such a bell
please contact John Zercher, Nappanee, Indiana.
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A Conversation Between Two
Offering Envelopes
"Hi there—Didn't I meet you at the factory, before
we were packed into boxes?"
"Yes, imagine us meeting here on this offering plate.
Let's chat while the choir sings."
"There certainly is a fine crowd this morning—and
such a beautiful day. My giver was so glad to be on his
way to church he was singing in the car all the way
over."
"Well, my giver wasn't. I heard him say he'd rather
go on a picnic or fishing on such a nice day. But his
wife finally talked him into coming. But that's not all.
You should have heard him grumble while he was getting
me ready. It sounded like a hold-up!"
"I wish you could have been around my giver's house.
I can always tell when it is payday. As soon as his check
is cashed, he gets out the box I live in, and divides
his tithe between my two sides, "Missions" and "Current
Exoenses"; and he remembers the Building Fund, too.
Often he says to his wife, 'Honey, the Lord's been so
good to us this week, let's do a little more, especially
since we have taken on more new missionaries and raised
the pastor's salary recently.' And you know, every time
he prepares one of us he asks the Lord to bless the gift.
Sometimes I feel a tear drop on me from his cheek."
"You mean it hurts him that much to tithe?"
"Of course not—it's just that he is so filled with
thanks to God for Jesus."
"I wish my giver felt that way. It makes me ashamed
of the little I carry this morning. It isn't the amount
that bothers me, but I think of all the money that family
spends so foolishly, and some of the things it's spent
for are actually sinful and unclean."
"Perhaps he has never realized that what is put in
us is one wav of saying, "Lord, I do love you, and this
gift is part of my thanks for the death of the Lord Jesus
on Calvary. What folks put in us (not the amount, but
the prooortion) is a measure of Christ within."
"I don't suppose my giver has ever thought of that.
He figures everything else should get taken care of first,
and the Lord's share taken out of what is left, if anything."
"Perhaps that is why your giver is always worried
about bills, etc. The Bible savs that that is like putting
your wages into a bag filled with holes. Mavbe your
giver should read Malachi 3:10, and Matthew 6:33, and
I Corinthians 16:1-2."
"If my giver could only see things as your giver does.
As far as he's concerned, I'm just another bill to be paid
—only this one is for Religion."
"Another thing—my owner has taught his family to
tithe ever since they began to first earn money by running errands, or mowing lawns, and things like that. They
all tithe—and it gives them a right attitude toward money
and its use as a trust from the Lord."
"Shh—the sermon's about to begin. I like the way they
do in this church—following the Scripture references in
the sermon with their own Bibles."
"That's the secret of how this church is able to give
with happy hearts. If people are saved, and read God's
(8)

Word, and obey it, they will give as the Lord leads
them to."
"Look, there are people coming forward to accept
Christ as their Saviour. Isn't it so wonderful that the
gifts we contain have such a great part in the winning
of souls."
"And now even my giver has tears in his eyes. Maybe
the Lord has reallv touched his heart this morning. If He
did, there won't be any more grumbling when he prepares my brother next week, and he'll learn the real
blessing of giving as unto the Lord."
—Mexico Baptist Church, Mexico, Maine
<t>

*

#

o

You haven't begun to give until you feel glad over it.
—Gihbs Chanel Wesleyan Methodist Church, Glen Alpine,
North Carolina

Four Beginning Points for Tithers
1. The first allowance
2. The first earnings
3. The first pay check
4. When the will is made
Let your light shine through your pledge to TITHE
—Free Methodist Church, Bracebridge, Ontario

A Crown of Faith
The Christian Religion is a religion of faith. We are
saved by faith, live by faith, and die bv faith. FAITH is
the invisible essence of the Christian life and living!
TITHING IS AN ACT O F FAITH. You may not be
able to see how you can afford to tithe, but God has
promised to "pour out blessings" upon you if you do.
God rewards the faithful. He blesses those who obey.
He keens those who depend upon Him.
TITHING IS A TEST OF FAITH. It proves that you
are wholly depending upon God, believing in Him, trusting Him with all He has entrusted to you.
TRTITHFULLY-NO ONE CAN AFFORD NOT TO
TITHE!
—Avondale Avenue Baptist Church, Inkster,
Michigan
S

9

O

O

Profit and Loss
I counted dollars while God counted crosses,
I counted gains while He counted losses!
I counted my worth by the things gained in store.
But He sized me up by the scars that I bore.
I coveted honors and sought for degrees;
He wept as He counted the hours on my knees.
And I never knew till one day by a grave,
How vain are these things that we spend life
to save.
That the riches of all in the world is God's love!
—First Baptist Church, Dillon, Montana
Evangelical
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Is it Worth Keeping?
William and Esther Boyer
A couple, parents of four children, express their concerns about retaining unique values in our church heritage.
William Boyer teaches physics at Chapman College. He
is superintendent of the high school department, and
congregational secretary of the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church. His wife, Esther, is president of the Women's
Christian Fellowship and is a member of the Board for
Christian Education of the Upland Congregation. —Page
Editor
For some, the answer to this question is relatively
simple. If it looks out of style or needs a little repair,
this is reason enough to throw it out. But others cannot
give up anything. So year after year the boxes pile up,
their contents never viewed or used. Between these two
extremes lies a more intelligent solution to this problem.
One could carefully scrutinize the belongings and ponder
their usefulness, before discarding or keeping. But this
takes time and energy. It requires some thought.
There is real danger with the first two approaches. If
one throws away indiscriminately, some good may be
thrown away with the bad. The reverse would be true
when we hoard aimlessly. By keeping everything we are
avoiding the task of evaluating the true worth.
It is time that parents of our Brethren in Christ heritage give some thought to what we have that is worth
keeping. With the trend away from keeping everything
from the past, has come a danger of carelessly throwing
away, and some good items are landing on the rubbish
heap.
The purpose of this article is to set our minds thinking,
about the really priceless aspects of our heritage, and
to challenge us as parents to teach them to our children.
They are going to learn best by example. So we are going
to have to do more than say "the Bible says so." We are
going to have to sincerely live it.
One New Testament teaching which we find rather
difficult to embody today is simplicity of life. It was not
so difficult during the depression years to lead a simple
life, but in our affluent society today, those who do this
will stand out as different. Lack of simplicity expresses
itself in many ways; too elegant furnishings, addiction to
the golf course, or excessive material possessions, to mention a few. To illustrate the point, one could have a
closet full of simply styled dresses and have such a large
investment in them that the goal of simple living would
not be realized, even with a sincere desire to do so. God
will be faithful in showing us the areas in our lives which
are too materialistic. Jesus knew that the more treasures
we lay up on earth the more our energies and concerns
will be channeled toward them. Our forefathers knew
this too.
Hand in hand with this goes the philosophy of concern for each other as brethren. The New Testament talks
much of caring for those of the household of faith. Jesus
said, "By this shall all men know that you are my
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disciples, if you have love one to another." What better
way to make the lost hungry for the gospel. This is not
to suggest we neglect those outside the faith, but the
founding fathers knew this to be a potent testimony, to
demonstrate our love to each other. We are much too
self-sufficient and proud. We expect others to be selfsufficient also. Many a Christian's load could be lightened,
to free him for better service in the Kingdom if the
brethren were faithful. Is there nothing in our society
today which is comparable to the barn raisings, helping
a sick farmer harvest his wheat, or fellowshipping while
husking the neighbors' corn? Surely there is. Many of you
have found ways, and many more need to explore this
area with the family. The idea of service to our fellowmen is a popular one today, but in the Christian context it bears eternal fruit. We owe it to our families to
see that they experience the joy of service.
The Brethren in Christ church has always stressed
the importance of a strong family unit. There are subtle
pressures at work today which are undermining this stand.
It ties in very closely with our temptation for material
things. We can set our standards of material prosperity
so high, that it becomes necessary for the mother to work
outside the home. It is becoming unusual for the mother
to stay at home and raise and care for her own family.
If Christian women are not going to set the example,
no one else will. We cannot trust the formative, preschool years to a baby sitter, however competent we may
feel she is. Caring for the children in these important
years is a parental responsibility. The Bible clearly teaches
this. It is also possible to become overly burdened doing
"good" things, even church work, to the neglect of our
families. There may have to be some personal sacrifice
and giving up, to realize this concept, but the rewards
are immeasurable. Let the Brethren in Christ homes take
the lead in being examples of ideal, complete family
living.
With careful thought our forefathers also embraced
the scriptural teaching of non-resistance. Too often it is
thought of only as it applies to our participation in war.
Non-resistance is a way of life. If we are going to expect
our young men and women to understand this teaching
we are going to have to live it. The way we drive our
cars, or get along with our neighbors, or insist on always
having the last word with our teen-agers; these are going
to speak loudly. Certainly there are times when the
humaness in us would cry out and say, "Well, hit him
back!" As parents we know that some of our most difficult problems stem from the inability to turn the other
cheek. If we are not careful we can create conflicts in the
minds of our children. Only the Christ-filled life can
demonstrate Christ-like non-resistance.
These four principles, simplicity of life, concern for
others, strong family units, and the non-resistant testimony
are suggested as solid scriptural principles the Brethren
in Christ Church needs to work at maintaining. They
should not be thrown away, but are worth keeping. The
bold and confident teaching of them to our children will
result in individuals being drawn to Christ. Then with
proper pride we can say, "I am a member of the Brethren
in Christ Church."
Upland, California
(9)
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From Rhodesia

Bishop Alvin Book to a missionary on furlough, Jan. 14
(Part of letter)
"To answer your query concerning Famine Relief and
need here in Rhodesia is difficult. You were here when
contacts were first made to the Famine and Relief organization. We are now cooperating with this organization;
that is, where we can. Political tensions, with misunderstanding over the intention to help* by feeding, has
caused delay; and consequently many needy people have
not been able to accept help even though they desperately
need it. This has created much discussion about the
necessity for those who can to pay %d per meal per day.
You can imagine just what form some of this discussion
would take. Mostly in George Bundy's area, there are
Sitezi, Lumene, Nkashi (agreed but have not started);
and of course Mtshabezi Practising School is going strong.
Over the holidays (with outstation teachers gone from
their schools) organization was lacking for much feeding
and so little was done in these areas. Mtshabezi P. S.
again had the most effective organization.
"What of the future? The rains just have not come.
I believe few areas have had little more than 4 inches.
The middle of January is upon us and so the prospects
are grim for anywhere near an adequate season. Cattle
are dying. Many just do not have anything anymore.
'Impahla iyapeld (our goods are finished or ended—what
the people are saying) . . . I would say if you would
think in terms of a relief program for 1966, you would
find much more need than when you left. There will be
need. I'm sure the Brethren in Christ will have to become much more involved than we have in the past."
*More light on the problem— from George Bundy's
form letter
" W H A T CAN W E DO? Our district has been severely
stricken by drought this year. W e wanted to help the hungry
but almost with one accord food was refused even though at
some places schoolchildren faint from hunger. Many receive
food once in 3 days—stiff porridge thinned with water!
Political men [certain Africans] tell others food will be
poisoned, contain contraceptives or that the feeding program
will bring glory to the government. (Though in actual fact
the government had nothing to do with it except to consent
that it be carried o u t . ) "
e
*
*
#

Reporting to the Executive Secretary, Jan. 7, Bishop Book
expressed his regret that the Brethren in Christ involvement in feeding school children is hardly more fully
developed than when he left the country in November,
in a large measure due to difficulty of organizing over
the end of the year holiday (The Rhodesian school year
ends at the beginning of December; the new school year
opens about six weeks later).
"When we do consider the deep involvements politically and the attendant lack of understanding, we can
say there has been good derived from the efforts thus
far. In the event that we face another extreme drought
year, this (earlier effort) will serve as a springboard for
more definitive action when many, many more people
will have to be involved.
"Brother Stern has been handling all arrangements
to get the consignment of Danish meat into Rhodesia.
Recent communication from the secretary of the Freedom
From Hunger Campaign leads us to believe they will be
able to make the necessary arrangements to bring the
meat into the country duty f r e e . . . .
"We sincerely covet your earnest prayers for these
and the days ahead. We desire to move only under the
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direction and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The full implications of U. D. I. (Unilateral Declaration of Independence) have not been felt. These are uncertain days
especially as it would relate to this feeding programme
and famine conditions now, and more so if drought
conditions worsen.
"Brethren, pray" for us!"
Yours in His glad and glorious service,

A. J. Book

Genera! Report (January 4)
"Our way of life and movements to date have been
normal for which we give thanks to the Almighty.
"Petrol rationing has come and the full implications
of this have not been felt and are not known. This
morning's papers reveal tightening on consumption to
farmers—a 50% cut. I do not know how this will affect
missions. So far the petrol available to our missions has
been a d e q u a t e . . . I have not learned from our Overseers
how they are getting along. I will make representations
for them, if necessary. This is done through the District
Commissioners."
A. J. B.
Indirectly, we have heard since that the food supply
has been affected. It seems likely that one of the first
places where our missions might feel this would be in the
arranging of transport of food for famine relief.
BCWM Office

End-of-the-year Board Actions
At the urgent request of Brother Peter Willms, the minutes of the missionary Council for Japan included a
request that he be relieved from the responsibilities of
Field Superintendent. The Board reluctantly approved
this request and granted a release. The Board also moved
a resolution of appreciation for his dedication through
thirteen years of loyal leadership.
Brother Willms will continue to carry on in the capacity of a missionary as part of our total missionary witness
in Japan.
It was decided to ask Brother Graybill to accept the
task of Field Superintendent for a five-year term to begin
when the transfer can be conveniently made on the field.
*
*
*
*
New Personnel appointed: Carl and Winifred Knepper,
teacher and nurse, to go to Rhodesia in April.
*
«
#
»
It was decided to authorize the construction of a permanent building on the lot recently purchased in Nicaragua—to be approximately 30' x 40', and costing up
to $2,000.
*

<*

«

#

In recognition of the strong government pressure in
Rhodesia toward consolidation of efforts and resources
for teacher training, the Board went on record as approving the principle of joining in a teacher training project
in Rhodesia with other agencies of evangelistic outlook
similar to ours. They encouraged exploratory consultations directed toward engaging in such a joint effort
if and when our present teacher training operations
should be discontinued.
Henry N. Hostetter, Ex. Sec.

Missionary Promise Boxes
There are a few boxes available yet. By sending one
dollar to the Executive Secretary, 220 S. Hanover St., Hummelstown, Pa., you may receive one postpaid.

Evangelical

Visitor

Home Missions and Extension
Concord Church Forges Ahead
Approximately sixteen years ago Brother Alvin
Winger, who was then Bishop of the Markham District
in Canada, held a tent meeting on the public school
grounds in Concord, Ontario. A Daily Vacation Bible
School was conducted during the tent meeting. Many
children attended the Bible School. When the meetings
concluded there was a concern that there was no church
in Concord that these children could attend. Permission
was granted to use the public school building for Sunday
School. Bishop Winger asked for volunteers from the
sponsoring church, the Heise Hill congregation, and approached some individuals as to their willingness to
assist in the starting of a Sunday School. Members from
Heise Hill staffed the Sunday School until 1963. Then
a congregation was organized.
In 1957, a gentleman visiting the Sunday School said
they should have a church. He gave them money that
would finance the first cement block. Others gave in
special offerings, others privately. Steadily the buildins;
fund grew. In the early 1960's the Sunday School staff
felt that the time had come to either build a church
building or close the Sunday School. The problem was
intensified by pressures coming from the school board
to discontinue using the public school as a place of religious services. Thoughts of closing were unwelcome
to the workers who had labored faithfully with the children of the community. Instead, they asked to have a
pastor move into the area and direct the spiritual leadership of the congregation. Furthermore, they sought for
a year's extension to see how things would appear by the
end of this period.
Rev. Arthur Heise and family moved to Concord in
1962. A year later the Canadian Conference gave the
go-ahead to this emerging congregation to build a church
building. In November 1963 a congregation with fourteen
charter members was formed.
Where shall the church building be? This was the
difficult question. The search continued for three years.
Many possibilities were investigated, but to find a suitable property and to get permission from the local planning board to go ahead with the building seemed to pose
an insurmountable barrier. Finally, in November 1965
a suitable plot was purchased beside the school where
the Sunday morning services had been held. During these
years of searching, many wondered if the plans for building should not be dropped because of the many hindrances
and set-backs. But, it seemed the doors were never
definitely closed.
On Sunday, December 12 at 3 o'clock P. M., the
ground breaking service was held on the newly purchased lot. The Canadian Representative, Rev. Roy V.
Sider, led the group in the invocation prayer. Bishop
Swalm of the Canadian Conference was in charge of the
breaking of ground litany. Former Bishop, Alvin Winger,
the pastor, and members of the local congregation participated in the act of ground breaking. In spite of icy
roads and the cold weather, approximately sixty interested friends gathered on this plot. Bishop Swalm remarked that it was the most appealing ground breaking
ceremony he had ever witnessed.
The congregation set their goal at $1,000 from Christmas giving, to be used for the building fund. The offering,
wh;ch far exceeded expectation, amounted to $6,000.
During these three years, since the organization of
the congregation, there have been seven baptisms and
February 14, 1966
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three teenagers received into church fellowship. The Sunday School attendance is currently between sixty-five and
seventy-five. The contract to build the church building
has been given to a local contractor with construction
to begin as soon as weather permits.
The prayers of the church are solicited that the building program will proceed on schedule and that a full
church program may be soon inaugurated in this community as well as many souls won to the Lord.

Fourth Quarter Financial
BOARD FOR H O M E MISSIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Financial Report — U. S.
Quarter Ended December 3 1 , 1965
Receipts

GENERAL F U N D :

$
40.97
22,048.96
3,070.24
342.38
315.62

Balance October 1, 1965
Churches and Organizations
Individuals
Specials
Promise Boxes
Debt

..$ 3,023.39

Retirement

NON-BUDGET:

...$ 6,000.00
_ 7,000.00
... 10,670.25
22.83
119.68

Annuities
Loan from Savings
Bequests
Specials
Loan Payments
Total Receipts

ADMINISTRATION

$25,777.20

..$52,654.32

and Balance
Expenditures

Secretary
Office and Expense
Travel
Promotion

FIELD :

Subsidies
Special Subsidies _
Annuity Interest
Moving of Workers
Medical
Interest Paid Specials
Debt Retirement

NON-BUDGET:

Loans and Grants
Annuity Investment
Specials
Transferred to Savings

Balance December

31,

1965
Andrew

$23,812.76

480.00
970.31
489.08
46.25

$ 1,985.64

..$17,045.40
400.99
106.59
70.45
150.00
58.50
868.06
. 3,023.39

$21,723.38

..$13,874.77
. 5,000.00
22.83
. 10,000.00

$28,897.60

H. Slagenweit,

$52,606.62
47.70
Treasurer

(11)

Church Music Program
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Excerpts from the Early History of the
Messiah Home
Part IX
The following excerpt concludes a brief history of the
founding and early development of the Mesiinh Home
as compiled by S. R. Smith and published in 1902. —Feature Editor
"The question has frequently been asked, 'How is
the Home supported?' In order to explain this it is necessary to go briefly into detail. It will be noticed, by
referring to the original Constitution and By-laws of the
Home, that there were three classes of members. F i r s t Primary Class, to which were admitted children who were
orphans, poor and homeless. Second—Secondary Class,
to which were admitted women, who were poor and had
no families or relatives who could support them, by them
paying fifty dollars as a burial fund. Third—Life Class,
to which were admitted such as had some means that
were sufficient to keep them; hence, there are two funds
to draw from. First, the Dependent Fund, which is supplied principally by voluntary contributions, etc. Second,
the Life Fund, which is created by those having means,
which when paid in at their entrance is invested and can
not be drawn on during the lifetime of that member;
but at that member's death, his or her life fund will
revert to the Dependent Fund, and thereby help to open
the way for other dependent members and for primary
members or children; but since the installation of the
Messiah Orohanage, the Primary Class membership has
been abolished, and that branch of the work is now
transferred to the Orphanage.
"The experience of the management of the Messiah
Rescue and Benevolent Home has been, that it is one
of the most difficult matters to regulate, to have children ranging from ten years down installed in the same
buildings with old people ranging from forty to one
hundred years, without there being more or less friction;
hence, that branch of the work pertaining to the children
prior to the building of the Orphanage, had not been
prosecuted with the same vigor as with the old people.
The reader will readily see that there is partly an endowment fund, but always some part of that fund is
liable any day to revert to the dependent fund or become
accessible to be drawn on in case of necessity. Those
who came in contact with the work of the Home have
realized that while money is the most requisite thing
needed in supplying for a Home, that there are other
things just as needful that would otherwise cost money;
and we are glad to note here that there are many open
hearts and hands who are willing to share, and who do
share, some of the necessaries of life to the Home for the
support of those who are not so fortunate; hence the
proverb, 'In union there is strength,' is very appropriate
in a work of this character, and the question might come
to each of us individually, what can I spare of my
abundance that might help to alleviate the want of others?
"There are lonely hearts to cherish,
There are weary souls who perish,
As our journey we pursue,
If a smile we can renew
Oh, the good we all may do
While the days are going by."
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(Continued from page four)
Let me encourage the consideration of a strong music
program in your church. We, here at Five Forks are not
blessed above other congregations. It simply requ ; res
leadership by the pastor and the Church Board. The
congregation will soon realize the important place church
music fills in congregational life.
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania

Great Hymns
(Continued from page five)
didn't like the other ducks; With them he wouldn't play,"
etc. The fourth stanza begins, "He caught a great big
June bug, As fat as fat could be." The same hymn
writer composed another hymn which begins: "Once
a trap was baited with a dainty piece of cheese; It tickled
so a little mouse it almost made him sneeze." These two
nonsensical things were included in a hymnal that was
a best seller in its day. It was hymns of the trivial type
that led Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, in his Patterns of God's
Truth (1954), to say that much evangelical music is
cheap, vulgar, and false. He asks whether the time has
not come to admit that such things are nothing but eartickling devices, unworthy of association with the grand
truths of our Redemption.
Incorrect teachings concerning death and the future
life are often to be found in hymns. "Beautiful Isle of
Somewhere" and "Somewhere a Voice Is Calling" are
bewildered laments of uncertainty. "I Know that my
Redeemer Lives" is a hymn of positive assurance. "The
Strife is O'er" has been sung for 850 years, and it is
the joyous hymn of the Christian who has no fear of
death and no misgivings with regard to future life. "Jerusalem the Golden" was written some 820 years ago, and
is still a favorite hymn of assurance.
Isaac Watts' "The Law Commands and Makes Us
Know" is a remarkable hymn. It is a metrical summary
of the uses of Law and Gospel. This is a subject upon
which much confusion exists, not only in hymn writing
but often in preaching. An American hymn writer, Matthias Loy, wrote two hymns, "The Law of God Is Good
and Wise" and "The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace."
Each of these hymns contains six L.M. stanzas in which
the distinction between Law and Gospel is stated much
more fully than in Isaac Watts' brief summary.
In such a brief discussion, only a few representative
hymns have been mentioned, and they have been considered from the standpoint of text, rather than music.
Hundreds of good hymns might be mentioned: morning
hymns, evening hymns, opening hymns, closing hymns,
Advent hymns, Christmas hymns, Easter hymns, hymns
in praise of God's Word, metrical Psalmody, revival
hymns, and many others. The subject is controversial.
A noted Scotsman who occupied a prominent New York
pulpit for many years used to tell of a village overseas
where controversy over burgher's oaths, hymns, Psalmody,
and musical instruments became so strong that there was
left only one half dozen churches of the same denomination in the small village, and one of those reported having
two members. Unanimity can never be achieved in this
world, but at least one may be careful to select hymns
that contain definite evangelical truth.
Christianity Today, August, 1960
Evangelical
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Male Quartette Plans Summer Tour
The College Male Quartette, completing
their second year of singing together, plans to
make an extended tour throughout the coming
summer months. They will be visiting churches
throughout the brotherhood, appearing at a
nnmber of conferences and conventions.

NIAGARA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Mid-winter finds us in the ordinary routine
of school—a few weeks removed either way
from holidays or exams or things unusual. The
basketball season has started with a win for
the boys and a loss for the girls. Two students
left and one new one came in the new year.
There were several applications which were
discouraged because of educational or behavioural problems. Classes proceed from day
to day with monotony for those who have to
be artificially stimulated to leam, and with an
unhurried zest for those who can indulge their
love of learning in an unbroken succession of
weeks of study.
One unusual event did take place. A cheque
for five hundred dollars was sent to us by a
local industry. This is the first contribution of
this nature to N. C. C. and is something of
a break-through. Canadian industry has been
very slow to give to private education, especially on the secondary school level. W e are
just as thankful for the gifts that have come
from our own brotherhood. W e believe that
God intends that His people should carry on
His work. There is warrant for using Egyptian
money, but only for the church in the wilderness. When we cross Jordon, we do not need
Jericho's spoils. No branch of Canadian work
has ever spoiled the Egyptians more than
N. C. C. did in the original acquisition of the
grounds and main building. It seems that, if
necessary, God will use similar methods to
continue it.
W e have had a change in janitorial staff at
Christmas. Howard Hall, a teacher under
assignment to the mission program in Rhodesia, gave us excellent help and set a good
example in showing us that a Christian can
do cheerfully menial' tasks below his training.
One of our teachers was asked in Fort Erie
recently whether the teachers at this school
had good qualifications. With characteristic
wit, Mr. Davidson replied, "Well, it's the only
school I know where even the janitor has a
teaching certificate." Howard is now on his
way to Rhodesia to join the army of N. C. C.
graduates serving the church at home and
abroad. Larry Seiple, from Hummelstown,
Pennsylvania, has joined the staff to do his
I-W service.
MESSIAH COLLEGE

Med School Breakthrough
Charles Walters, senior at Messiah College,
has just received acceptance into med school
from the pre-medical program at Messiah College. Charles is the first student to go directly
from Messiah College into a medical program.
Charles' credentials have been accepted by
several of the med schools in Pennsylvania.
H e will now need to decide which of the
schools to attend.
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Messiah College has been building medical
credentials over the past number of years. Dr.
Hoover has had considerable liaison with leading medical colleges to determine the sequence
of courses most desirable and to establish the
academic liaison for Messiah College students.
The acceptance of Messiah College students
into the medical colleges adds another trophy
in the acceptance of Messiah College graduates
into graduate schools and universities.
College Days March 4 and 11
The annual open house for junior and senior
high schools will again feature opportunity to
chat with college professors, to review academic programs, to talk about finances and in
general to participate in campus life.
The College Days will be unique this year
in that the number of regular students has so
filled the College facilities that visiting students will need to be limited to those who
have pre-registered. It is, therefore, urgent
that each student who plans to attend these
College Days should advise the Admissions
Office one week in advance of the College
Days activities.
If you are interested in further information,
direct your inquiry to the Admissions Office,
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania.
Philosophy of Christian Education
The faculty of Messiah College have been
giving a careful look at the purpose and
objectives of a Christian college. W h y do we
have a Christian college? How does the teaching differ from the course work at a state
college? What is the unique contribution of
the faculty? How can they impart Christian
values and concepts? These are some of the
questions the faculty is discussing.
When completed the study will set forth
guidelines for faculty in every discipline of the
college. It will give direction in the area of
student selection; it will speak to the caliber
of academic studies; to faculty commitment;
to salaries; to methods of finance and to obligation of the College to the church.
Financial Survey of Student Resources
A survey of student resources at Messiah
College shows that 40% of the students assume
sole responsibility for their college expenses,
providing finances through summer work program, school work programs, scholarships and
financial aid. In addition 20% pay up to onehalf of their college expenses.
Realizing the responsibility that these students are assuming, it is urgent that the College and the church work together and provide
financial assistance so that our Brethren in
Christ young people can attend their church
college.
-• '.

From left to right they are Doug Martin,
first tenor from Englewood, Ohio. Doug is
majoring in math and religion. Second tenor
is Charles Starr, Sandusky, Michigan. He is
majoring in history. Baritone Warren Hoffman
from Maytown, Pennsylvania is a pre-medical
student. The bass is Bert Hensel from Abilene,
Kansas. Bert is also a pre-med student. Any
requests relating to the possible appearance
of this group should be directed to the Office
of College Relations, Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania.
Sunday School Basketball Tournament
This is the highlight of Sunday School
athletes throughout the eastern area. The
annual competition on the first and second
weekends in March draw many enthusiastic
young people to participate in the competition.
Spectators fill the gymn to capacity and enthusiasm is at its peak.
Messiah College feels this is an opportunity
to give encouragement and leadership to the
athletic minded youth of our churches. It is
hoped that the Christian fellowship of these
activities as well as the sportsmanship may be
used by our local congregations to encourage
their young people in community activities and
to reach other young people for Christ.
Grantham Oratorio Society
Walter S. Martin of Elizabethtown was
elected president of the Grantham Oratorio
Society. Mr. Martin was the first president
of the Oratorio Society when it began in 1946.
The spring Concert this year will feature
the traditional Hymn Festival which highlighted the former January concerts. The
Oratorio will present a choral selection entitled "The Peaceful Kingdom" as the major
portion of this concert. In addition to the
oratorio there will be the traditional hymn
sing and other features by the various music
groups. Date for the concert May 15, Harrisburg State Forum.
Professor Earl D . Miller again serves as
director with Mr. Ronald Sider as the organist.
NAE Regional Convenes on Campus.
The Eastern Regional Convention of the
National Association of Evangelicals is to be
held on Messiah College Campus, March 2 1 ,
22, 1966.
Using as a theme: "The Church Involved
in a World in Crisis," the convention will
feature two evening rallies.
Monday evening, Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga will speak on, "Evangelicals in a World
in Crisis." Mr. John C. Broger, Department
of Defense, Washington, D. C., will speak
for the closing rally, using t h e subject, "The
Church and Government."
Day sessions speakers will include, Dr.
Kenneth B. Hoover, Chairman of the Division
of Natural Sciences, Messiah College; Rev.
W a d e Coggins, Assistant Executive Secretary,
EFMA; Dr. Herbert Kane, Professor of Missions, Lancaster School of the Bible, and
other area Evangelical leaders. Mr. Charles
E. Jones will be guest speaker for the 5:30
banquet, Monday evening.
Staff from Messiah College with Rev. and
Mrs. David P. Heil will be in charge of the
music.
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CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Rev. Albert Engle was guest speaker, in
the absence of Pastor Paul Martin, Jr., in the
morning and evening services Sunday, January
30, Hanover, Pa.
Five churches are planning a joint fellowship
service that will be held every three months.
Sharing in this will be the congregations of
Ferguson Valley, Newton Hamilton, Cedar
Grove, Granville and Big Valley. The first
service was held January 30 at the Ferguson
Valley church.
John Sollenberger showed pictures and spoke
about his recent world trip at a Men's Fellowship Dinner Meeting of the Waynesboro congregation on January 24.
Rev. Orvin White, Jr., from the new extension church at Roanoke, Virginia, was guest
speaker in the Sunday evening service, January
2, Grantham, Pa.
A report of fall activities from Red Lion,
Pa., includes a week of very meaningful services with Evangelist L o m e Lichty, Saskatchewan, Canada. Rally Day services featured
Rev. Alden Long and a ladies' trio from
Messiah College. While Pastor Lady served
as evangelist for Shenks Union church, his
pulpit was filled by Rev. Dale Singer, Locust
Grove congregation, Rev. Merle Saxman, Airville Methodist church, and Rev. Fries, Shenks
Union church.
"Mile of Dollar Bills" made it possible for
the Montgomery congregation, Pa., to burn
their parsonage note during worship service,
January 16. On December 18, 1961, the first
committee meeting for the planning of the
parsonage was held. The building was dedicated November 18, 1962. An offering received
December 26, 1965, totaled more than $920
needed to make the final payment on the
$21,000 house.
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
Christ's Crusaders of Mt. Pleasant, Pa., centered their January 16 program around the
new church hymnals. Ray Zercher, Messiah
College, shared in this program. He and Mrs.
Zercher, with local talent, provided music.
The Men's Fellowship of Hummelstown, Pa.,
hosted their families on Thursday evening,
January 20. Rev. Titus Books, former bishop
of the congregation, and Mrs. Books spoke to
the group about their years of service in
Africa. In a review of fall activities, the
congregation reports well attended and helpful
fall revival services with Rev. James DiRaddo,
Youth for Christ evangelist. A Sunday School
convention was held with guest speakers, Rev.
Donald Shaffer, Naomi Brechbill and Larry
Moyer. Rev. J. Earl Martin, Jr., was guest
speaker at the Father-Son Banquet, showing
pictures of his travels in Canada and Alaska.
Dr. Henry L. Kreider was guest speaker for
the Christ's Crusaders of Conoy, Pa., Sunday
evening, January 16.
Out-going missionaries Glenn and Verna
Schwartz were guests for a surprise feature
planned by the W M P C of Mastersonville congregation, Pa. Gifts, fellowship and informal
tea were included in this pleasant evening.
The Schwartzes gave their farewell to the
congregation on Sunday morning, December
26. The Mastersonville congregation enjoyed
helpful fall evangelistic services with sound
practical messages by Evangelist Jay Booser.
Bishop Ginder reports in the Atlantic Beacon
that Rev. and Mrs. Eber Dourte have accepted
the pastorate at Lancaster, Pa., beginning
early in September. Five Atlantic Conference
pastors were recently requested by their congregations to continue in pastoral service and
have accepted: Hummelstown, Rev. and Mrs.
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Isaac Kanode; Speedwell Heights, Rev.
Mrs. Jesse Dourte; Cross Roads, Rev. and
B. E. Thuma; ShenKs, Rev. and Mrs.
Fries, Jr.; Montoursville, Rev. and Mrs.
tiuncly.

and
Mrs.
John
John

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye, missionaries from
India, were guest speakers in Sunday evening
service, January 16, sponsored by Cheapside
W M P C , Ontario.
The Collingwood congregation continues its
Sunday school ministry, averaging in the 70's,
to both church and non-church homes. Some
of the pre-school children have been led to
Christ by their teacher. In a contest, the
children raised money to tile the sanctuary
floor, and following the Christmas service, a
birthday offering tor Jesus was received and
sent to Home Missions. The Christ's Crusaders
put on a "Refugee Starvation Banquet" in the
newly furnished basement and raised $50.00
for refugee aid. Evangelist Glenn Ginder
joined the Collingwood congregation in their
fall revival.
Leslie Dhodlo, African student attending
McGill University in Montreal, spent the
Christmas holidays in Saskatchewan. H e spoke
to both the Saskatoon and Kindersley congregations.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Phoneton and Dayton Valley Street congregations, Ohio, held a joint baptismal service
Sunday evening, January 2 3 . Ten candidates
received the rite of baptism.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Rev. Melvin Boose, formerly of Manheim,
Pa., was installed by Bishop Burkholder as
pastor of the Dallas Center congregation, Iowa,
on January 2. Rev. and Mrs. Boose arrived in
Dallas Center on December 2 3 . For the
previous five months the pulpit was filled by
visiting ministers, the deacon and laymen of
the church.
Four persons were baptized and two were
received into church fellowship Sunday morning, January 9, at Mountain View Chapel,
Colorado Springs, Colo.

NAUMAN—Yvonne Marie, b o m November 7,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. E . Glenn Nauman,
Pequea congregation, Pa.
SHERK—Bonnie Marie, born December 13,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Sherk, Cheapside congregation, Ontario.

*

WEBB—Daisy Lynn, born January 4, 1966,
to Mr. and Mrs. David W e b b , Waynesboro
congregation, Pa.

GROVE-LONCARIC — Miss Helen M. Loncaric
and Mr. William D. Grove, both of Dayton,
Ohio, were united in marriage December 10,
1965, in the Phoneton Brethren in Christ
church. Pastor Elam O. Dohner officiated.
HEATH-COLLIER — Miss Julianna Collier and
Mr. Donald Heath, Troy, Ohio, were united in
marriage in the Phoneton Brethren in Christ
church, November 28, 1965. Pastor E . O.
Dohner officiated.
HESS-RENDLER — Miss Rose Mary Rendler,
daughter of Mr. Joseph Rendler and the late
Mary Rendler, New Providence, Pa., and Mr.
J. Glenn Hess, son of Mr. and Mrs. John S.
Hess, Washington Boro, Pa., were united in
marriage October 10, 1965, in the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church. The bride's pastor, Rev. Walter Lehman, officiated, assisted
by the groom's pastor, Rev. Cyrus G. Lutz.
MYERS-CARBAUGH—Miss Doris Marie Carbaugh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Carbaugh, Mercersburg, Pa., became the bride of
Mr. Walter Calvin Myers, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Seibert Myers, Greencastle, Pa., on December
26, 1965. The ceremony was performed in
the Macedonia United Brethren Church, Rev.
Earl Peters officiating.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
Rev. C. R. Heisey began a series of studies
in the book of Daniel for the Sunday evening
adult sessions of the Chino congregation, Calif.

PITTMAN-BINGAMAN—Miss Ruby Jane Bingaman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Bingaman, State Line, Pa., became the bride
of Mr. George Merle Pittman, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Pittman, Greencastle, Pa., on
January 15, 1966, in the Hollowell Brethren
in Christ Church. Pastor John Schock officiated.

REVIVAL SERVICES
Edwin Messerschmidt, Waynesboro, Pa.,
February 16-20; Alvin Burkholder, Chino, California, February 16-27; Samuel Lady, Big Valley, Pa., February 28-March 13; Simon Lehman, Bethany, Okla., March 13-27.

TESNO-SCHNEE — Miss Geraldine Winifred
Schnee, Palmyra, Pa., and Mr. Alfred Ray
Tesno, Hummelstown, Pa., were united in marriage January 22, 1966. The ceremony was
performed by Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., in the
parsonage of the Palmyra Brethren in Christ

BINGAMAN — Darlene Ann, born November
17, 1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bingaman,
Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa.
DAGEN—Trina Marguerite, born October 25,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. A. Thomas Dagen,
Pequea congregation, Pa.
EBERLY — Brenda Kay, born December 27,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eberly, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
KEEFER—Daniel Lester, born September 26,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Keefer, Free
Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa.
KENNEDY—Lorin Allen, born December 11,
1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Norman Kennedy, Antrim congregation, Pa.
MINNICH — Deborah Susan, born November
20, 1965, to Mr. and Mrs. Earl Minnich,
Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Church.
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LANDIS—Mrs. Bessie E . Landis, Millersburg,
Pa., was b o m January 2, 1888, and passed
away September 6, 1965. She was a faithful
member of the Free Grace congregation. Surviving are her husband, Harry L. Landis; five
daughters: Mrs. Sadie Wolf, Aurora, 111.; Mrs.
Roy Stark, Manheim, Pa.; Mrs. Claude Zerby,
Herndon; Mrs. Evaline Shott, Dauphin; and
Mrs. Mervin Adams, Millersburg; three sons:
Lloyd, Lynn, Ind.; Aaron H., Hummelstown;
and Ezra I., Hershey. One brother, 32 grandchildren and 36 great-grandchildren also survive.
Funeral services were held at the Free Grace
church with Rev. Curtis Heisler, pastor of
Rana Villa Chapel, Camp Hill, and Rev. Luke
L. Keefer, her pastor, officiating. Burial was
in the Free Grace cemetery.

Evangelical Visitor

FETTEROLF—Raymond Henry Fetterolf, Millersburg, Pa., was born June 13, 1889, and
passed away November 22, 1965. He was a
member of the Free Grace congregation. Survivors include his widow, Mrs. Sarah Fetterolf;
three sons: Marlyn, Graterford; Raymond, Jr.,
and Glenn, both of Halifax; two daughters:
Mrs. Robert Klinger, Herndon and Mrs. Harold
Bingaman, Millersburg; one step-son, Harold
Sherman, Pottstown. Nine grandchildren, two
brothers and a sister also survive.
Funeral services were held at the Free Grace
Brethren in Christ Church with Pastor Luke L.
Keefer officiating.
Interment was in Free
Grace cemetery.
NAILOR—Charles Elmer Nailor, age 83 years,
died in the Carlisle Hospital, Carlisle, Pa. H e
is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Frank G.
Lehman, five grandchildren and 13 greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were held in the Hoffman
Funeral Home. The Rev. Paul L. Snyder, pastor of the Brethren in Christ church, officiated.
Burial was in Opossum Hill cemetery.
SLAYMAKER—Clyde J. Slaymaker, Strasburg,
Pennsylvania, was born December 30, 1909,
and passed away January 16, 1966, after a
lengthy illness. He was a member of the
Refton Brethren in Christ church where he
served as a member of the Church Board, a
church trustee and Sunday school treasurer.
He is survived by his wife, Mary; four children: Mrs. Bruce Steckley, Ontario, Canada;
Clyde, Jr., Strasburg; Mrs. Richard Carnathan,
Lancaster; and Roy, at home. Also surviving
are his father, John Slaymaker, two brothers
and four grandsons.
Funeral services were conducted in the
Refton Brethren in Christ church, Pastor Walter S. Lehman and Rev. Cyrus Lutz officiating.
Interment was in the Mennonite cemetery,
New Providence, Penna.

Mm/$fimtA
"From Rhodesia"
Note: Word was received, dated January
18, the shipment of Danish meat has arrived
in Bulawayo.
Miss Hazel Compton
Word has been received here at Evangel
Press of the recent hospitalization of Miss
Hazel Compton. She returned from India via
Air on January 16 and went immediately to
Mayo Clinic at Rochester, Minnesota where
she underwent extensive examination. Surgery
was performed January 26 and she is convalescing satisfactorily.
Friends interested in sending get-well cards
and assisting Miss Compton in this time of
need, may send mail to her in care of Mr.
and Mrs. Earl Zimmerman, Route 19, Box 26,
Indianapolis, Indiana, where she is recuperating.
Summer Service Offers
Vistas of Challenge
Summer service activities sponsored by the
Mennonite Central Committee offer vistas of
challenge, devotion, and experience to anyone
18 years of age and older.
The 1966 MCC Voluntary Service program
provides opportunities in Atlanta, Georgia;
Nashville, T e n n e s s e e ; Washington, D.C.;
Hoopeston, Illinois; Wichita, Kansas; Langhorne, Pennsylvania; Esopus and Lake Mohegan, New York; and Laurel and Bethesda,
Maryland.
MCC is recruiting tutorial teachers for the
South, premedical and pre-nursing students,
and others interested in being normal control
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patients for the National Institute of Health
near Washington, D.C.; social welfare workers
for a number of children's institutions; and
camp workers for projects in Washington and
New York states.
Counselors, guides, project supervisors, house
mothers, cooks, and staff workers are some of
the titles that conscientious young Christians
may fill.
Sixteen certified teachers are needed in
Atlanta and Nashville to tutor potential dropout students in reading and other basic courses.
The mentally retarded children beg for
affection. Although intellectually handicapped,
these children understand the meaning of love.
This may be the only word with sufficient
power to penetrate into their vocabulary. The
physically and emotionally unstable boys from
Wiltwyck School in Esopus, New York know
love by the fact that someone ( a VSer) is
willing to serve for selfless reasons. This impresses them.
Love is an understandable word in all of
these projects. Christ's love in the Christian
and through the Christian permeates into their
lives.
One volunteer wrote, "I thought of Clyde,
who had just recently come. Torn away from
his mother and home, his little heart spent its
hours beating out great lumps of loneliness.
He confided in me one day, the tears rolling
down his cheecks, T pray to God every day
that my mother should come to see me, but
she still doesn't come.' As I put my arms
around him I knew that if Christ h a d been
there He would have taken Clyde in His arms
and given him a mite of that mother's love
which Clyde desired."
MCC encourages students to put into practice their theory, Christians to put legs and
arms to their gospel, and workers to put heart
and life into their tasks.
When asked to evaluate their past summer's experiences, volunteers give favorable
reports as:
"I changed majors."
" ( I got a) new realization of my responsibility to humanity."
"I have felt a deeper and closer relationship
to God."
All persons interested and compelled by a
Christian motivation, plus a deep humanitarian
concern should write to MCC Summer Service,
Akron, Pennsylvania, 17501. More information
on projects, application procedures, program
policy, and philosophy will b e sent immediately
upon request.
Gospels Given to 1,923 Greek Students;
John Wieler, Director, M C C Greece
December saw the completion of MCC's
Bible distribution to all the elementary schools
in Macedonia, northern Greece. This project
was suggested by the local priest and carried
out with both his help and the cooperation
of the local inspector of schools.
In the past two years we distributed Bibles
to each family in three of the villages where
MCC volunteers were living and working. The
local priest in charge of the entire Almopia
area cooperated and officiated at these distributions. This past spring h e suggested the
possibility of placing Bibles in the schools of
the area.
His suggestion was immediately considered
by our team and we contacted the local inspector of schools for his reaction. H e heartily
endorsed the idea, but since the school term
was about to end, we decided to schedule the
project for the autumn, 1965.
In fall we purchased the New Testaments
with money from friends at home and decided
also to give a Gospel of Matthew to each boy
and girl in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades.
The Gospels were donated through the Oriental Missionary Society here in Athens. They

are very readable even for these children. By
the end of October all necessary arrangements
were made and together with the priest and
inspector of schools we visited the first school.
The priest explained the purpose of the visit
to the teachers and then he spoke to the
children as they stood behind their wooden
desks. The children listened carefully as the
priest in his long black robe urged them to
use this gift, to take it home, and to read it
regularly.
Lois Martin, representing MCC, emphasized
through our interpreter, Alex Mavrides, what
the priest h a d said and gave them our wish
that these Bibles would help them to better
understand what it means to be Christians.
And then as the Gospels were handed out to
the boys and girls, the light in their eyes, the
smiles on their faces, and their "thank yous"
showed the appreciation they felt for the gift.
During the next several weeks the rest of
the schools were visited one by one until all
40 schools had received a New Testament and
the 1,923 fourth, fifth, and sixth graders had
each received a Gospel of Matthew.
This distribution will provide the essential
resource material—the Word of God—for reading and discussion in the Greek religion
classes. Most schools had no Bibles at all
before.
At the conclusion of this distribution we as
a team were thankful to have had this opportunity to share the Word of God, and for the
growing friendliness and trust on the part of
the local church leaders evidenced by this
type of cooperation. Our prayer is that these
Bibles and Gospels will be used regularly and
will be the means of spiritual growth and new
life in the local church.
Peace Section Looks at 1965
Reconciliation Efforts
During World War I Mennonites were the
troublers of America, much as the Old Testament prophets were "troublers of Israel," said
chairman William Keeney in his opening remarks to the Peace Section's annual meeting
in Chicago, January 13. The suffering of the
Mennonites 50 years ago resulted in the
Civilian Public Service opportunities of World
War II. "Who are the troublers of America
now?" h e wondered.
There were indications at the meeting that
at least some of the 17 members present felt
the Mennonites of North America were now
neither troubled nor troubling. The Mennonite
people, suggested Keeney, are accommodating
themselves increasingly to the American culture. The consequence has been a tragic loss
of prophetic vitality.
There were bright spots, however. Among
those mentioned were the following:
Titus Bender, recently named Peace Section
representative in the U.S. South, reported that
the Mennonite Disaster Service volunteers who
helped rebuild bombed churches in Mississippi
during early 1965, gave a simple yet prophetic
witness in that troubled state.
In Africa the Peace Section participated in
the second conference of African Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ churches, which was
convened in Rhodesia in March (the first
meeting was held in 1962). There was a
growing . a w a r e n e s s among the African
churches, it was reported, that Christianity
must be relevant to everyday needs and problems. A committee was appointed to encourage inter-church correspondence and fraternal
visits, to arrange for African representation at
the Mennonite World Conference in 1967; and
to prepare for another conference of the
African Mennonite Fellowship in three or four
years, hopefully in the Congo.
In June, 1965, a group of nine Mennonites
from Europe and North and South America
travelled to Czechoslovakia and East Germany
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in an attempt to engage both Christians and
Marxists in dialogue about the life of the
church in the world today.
Missionary Carl Beck, a Peace Section resource person in Japan, arranged for a work
camp in Korea to bring together 13 Koreans
and ten representatives of Japanese Mennonite
churches. There is much tension between
these two nations, but much genuine reconciliation was achieved at the work camp.
Five Christians from the Soviet Union visited
Mennonite communities in Kansas for two days
in July. After an evening of frank discussion
at one church, one of the host ministers said,
"The cold war can never again chill me as it
has in the past because now I know that those
on the other side are human beings like myself."
The problems of the world and the Christian response to them rarely match up in such
easily recognized contrasts as love and hate
or forgiveness and revenge, observed E d
Metzler, Peace Section executive secretary, in
one of his reports. The task of Christian peace
and social concerns, he explained, is first of
all to sensitize the eyes of faith to see the
problems and then to confront them with the
Gospel answers of reconciliation, humility, and
forgiveness in ways appropriate to the Christian disciple's calling.
Poll: Confidence in Religion
Ebbs as 'Teens Grow Older
Confidence in religious beliefs decreases as
teenagers grow older, according to a survey
of young persons 15 to 18 years old living in
the Twin Cities' area made by the Minneapolis
Star's Metro-PolL
More than six of every 10 teenagers responding (62 per cent) say they are reasonably
confident about their religious beliefs. But 28
per cent indicate they have some real religious
doubts.
The highest percentage who expressed confidence were 15-year-olds (67 per cent). It
drops to 56 per cent among 17-and-18-yearolds.
Forty-one per cent believe religion exerts "a
great deal" of influence in their lives. An
additional 51 per cent credit religion as
having "some" influence on them, while 8
per cent believe it has little impact on their
lives.
Young Roman Catholics are more inclined
to think religion has a strong influence on them
than teenage Protestants. Forty-seven per cent
of the Catholics say religion has "a great deal"
of influence in their lives compared with 37
per cent of the Protestants.
The survey said 65 per cent of the respondents believe it is better for a person to
set out on an independent course, rather than
to keep t h e x religion he was reared in, when
he is dissatisfied.
Bills of Religious Interest
Planned in Congress
Possibly one of the first major pieces of
legislation which will be passed after Congress
reconvenes is a bill coping with the mounting
world food crisis. Indications are that the
White House wants a drastic revamping of its
food program and a new one will be presented
to Congress before the end of January.
Any step in this direction is believed certain
to have the endorsement of such religious
organizations as Church World Service, the
Catholic Relief Service, the Seventh-Day Adventists, Friends Relief Service and numerous
other church agencies involved in cooperative
efforts with the government in distributing
food and other necessities of life to the unfortunate around the world.
While this problem is, with an estimated
10,000 persons dying daily from starvation,

most dramatically critical, several other pieces
of legislation also are expected to arrest the
attention of churchmen during the second
session of the 89th Congress.
Repeal of Section 1 4 ( b ) clause of the TaftHartley Act, home rule for the District of
Columbia, a possible "equal justice" provision
aimed at fair trials for Negroes in the South,
curbs on pornographic materials, and measures
aimed at rehabilitating drug addicts will occupy the spotlight.
Also expected to command considerable attention again this year is Sen. Everett M.
Dirksen's announced intention of permitting
one house of bi-cameral legislatures to be
apportioned on other than the "one-man-one
vote" dictum of the U.S. Supreme Court. The
Illinois Republican's bill is opposed by the
National Council of Churches.
Survey Shows Interest in Religious 'Ads'
An impressive number of readers pay attention to religious messages presented to them
in newspaper advertising columns, according
to a survey conducted for the American
Lutheran Church.
To test the effectiveness of a series of ads
placed in four major papers in a five-state
section that holds more than half of the

ALC's 2.5 million members, a management
consultant firm interviewed a representative
cross-section of persons in the Des Moines,
Iowa, area.
The results indicated that 45.6 per cent of
the survey respondents—an estimated 2,280,000
persons—remembered seeing the specific ad
covered by the study.
Of these, 17.4 per cent said they read part
of the message and 5 per cent said they had
read it in its entirety.
The advertisements, in two colors and threefifths page size, appeared at two-week intervals
last Fall in the Minneapolis
Tribune,
Milwaukee (Wis.) Journal, Des Moines
Register
and St. Paul Dispatch.
3 Denominations Involved in
Local Church Merger
Methodists, Baptists and Congregationalists
have formed a combined church that is
described as "an exciting venture in church
unity" believed unique in Britain.
There have been several cases in recent
months of denominations sharing each other's
churches for various reasons. But in the
Bristol suburb of Cothan the three denominations have formed a completely new united
church called Christ church.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
TEXT and WORKBOOK
* 13 Lessons on subjects vital to
Membership in the Brethren in
Christ Church
* Combination text and workbook
* Written for the Junior High age
group
* Liberally illustrated—In color—
High quality paper
* SV2" x 1 1 " Spiral bound
Price $1.75

LOOSE LEAF HYMNAL
Hymns for Worship is now available in a looseleaf edition for organists and pianists.
Dark Maroon Vinyl Binding Imprinted in G o l d .
Price $5.00
Both books are available at

EVANGEL PRESS

or

CHRISTIAN LIGHT BOOKSTORES
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